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1. Who of the gods/goddesses is on Odysseus’ side and who is not?  Why?

2. Where is Odysseus and with whom (see pg. 1)?  
3. What important rule/custom have the suitors violated?   Why was this such an important rule in ancient Greece?

4. Why does Athena feel she needs to “put more courage in the son (Telemachos  (Bk 1, line 114-F).  What do you think of Telemachos so far?
5. How has Penelope been preventing the suitors from marrying her?  What does this tell us about her character?

6. What does Nestor tell Telemachos about Agamemnon and his son Orestes?  How does this relate to Odysseus and (his son) Telemachos?

7. What do Menelaus and Helen (King and Queen of Sparta) say about Odysseus’ deeds in the Trojan War?  What does this tell us about Odysseus’ character?

8. Zeus says, “My word, how mortals take the gods to task!   All their afflictions come from us, we hear.  And what of their own failings?  Greed and folly double the suffering in the lot of man”  (Book 1, line 48).  Do you agree?  Why?
