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Welcome to Honors World Literature.  We have the opportunity to explore together some outstanding works of literature from different historical and cultural traditions.  Our emphasis will be on developing critical thinking and formal writing, two skills necessary for success in high school, college, and throughout life. I am not interested in teaching students what to think, but rather, how to think, and then how to express that thinking in effective language.  With the inspiration of Socrates, we will focus on asking questions, avoiding easy answers, and forcing each of us to challenge our assumptions.  I look forward to pursuing this goal with each of you.
Course Goals (NUSD)
The course is based on the Common Core State Standards. For access to the full text of the standards, go to www.nusd.org or to the link on my website.
Course Objectives (NUSD)  
1. Read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of world literature using a variety of strategies and tools.
2. Write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument and use clear, precise language.
3. Demonstrate understanding of basic principles of research.
4. Write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.
5. Formulate judgments about oral communication by analyzing logic and content and by delivering their own focused presentations.
6. Develop vocabulary including word meanings and word origins.
7. Read independently in a wide variety of genres and media.
Texts 
· The Epic of Gilgamesh and one novel by a non-Western author (summer reading)
· The Elements of Style, Strunk and White (summer reading)
· The Odyssey, Homer
· Oedipus Rex or Antigone, Sophocles 
· Macbeth, William Shakespeare

· Siddhartha, Hermann Hesse

· Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe

· All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Maria Remarque
· Selected poetry 
· Selected nonfiction: philosophy, literary criticism, speeches, newspaper and magazine articles.
· Selected media including video lectures of college-level courses.

· The Great Debaters (film version) to supplement debate unit and prepare for Sophomore Speech.

· Holt Literature and Language Arts (grammar)
· Students will also read a book of their choice by a non-Western author.
If time allows, we will read selected passages from the King James Bible.  It is impossible to fully understand Western literature, art, and culture without a basic understanding of key stories from the bible.  For perspective, a recent study showed that 60% of the allusions on the AP Literature test are biblical.
Progress Reporting 
Grades shall be reported at the end of each progress reporting period for all students. Whenever a student falls below a C- after the second Progress Report for either semester, the teacher shall arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian and/or send a written report.  (Board Policy 5121)
Grading - Grades will be based on:

· Essays and Sophomore Speech –30%
· Homework – 10%
· Quizzes/Tests/Major Projects – 20%
· Final Exam -20%
· Participation – 20%    
Because class discussion is vital to developing critical thinking, listening, and speaking skills (all essential Common Core skills), it counts for a major part of your grade: 20%.  Note that Participation is based not only on your effort, but the quality of your ideas.
Behavior/Rules - All rules are based on the principle of mutual respect, between student and teacher as well as among students.  In addition to following all school-wide rules, students will:

1. Have all materials out on your desk in the first minute as per the poster on the board, “Entry Expectations.”
2. Respect others.  Put-downs, bullying, and other forms of disrespect will not be tolerated.  All opinions will be respected:  “I do not agree with what you have to say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” – Voltaire. 

3. Cell phones and iPods will be confiscated unless I have given instructions to use them for educational purposes.  There will be no warnings.  Do not argue about picking it up before the end of the teacher work day (6th period) as per school rules.
Plagiarism - Plagiarism is a serious offence and includes (but is not limited to):

· Copying homework from other students.

· Cut and pasting from the Internet – even for homework assignments.
· Paraphrasing or summarizing research information or other texts without citing the source.

Late Homework/Make-ups 
· Late homework without a valid excuse will receive half credit.  Major projects and essays will be reduced a full grade the first day they are late.  If you foresee a problem, talk to me ahead of time and we will work out a plan. Students are responsible for making up work they have missed; do not rely on the teacher to remind you. 
· Late work must include a written explanation of the (valid) reason for the lateness at the top of the first page.  This includes dates of absences and agreements made previously with me.  If there is no explanation, I will assume there is no valid reason and the work will receive either half or no credit.

· Note that late homework must be turned in by each Progress Report period to receive any credit, unless you make arrangements with me beforehand.
· I do not accept any written assignments by email.
Tardies - Consequences for being late to class include one or more of the following: a letter of apology due by the end of class; 10 minute detention at the beginning of Break, Lunch, or at 2:45pm.  Excessive tardies will result in a loss of Participation Points.
Honors Expectations - You have chosen to be in Honors English.  Demonstrate the intellectual curiosity, effort, and high standards that are necessary to succeed in this class.
Help - I am always available for extra help outside of regular class time.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions if you are confused, need help, or just want to talk more about something.
I have reviewed and understand this syllabus, including class rules/procedures, and expectations:
Student _____________________________                     Parent _____________________________   
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