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Welcome to English 11.  I am excited to be teaching this class because I am passionate about language and writing.  Throughout the year, we will be exploring complex questions such as “What’s the purpose of my education?”, “What is the American Dream?”, “What’s the right thing to do?”, “When is it right to break the rules?”, to name a few.   I studied philosophy in college, and this informs my approach to exploring big questions.  Students have found this approach not only highly engaging, but also extremely helpful in preparing them for more sophisticated, college-level reading and writing.

Our emphasis will be on developing critical thinking and formal writing, two skills necessary for success in college, career, and throughout life. I am not interested in teaching students what to think, but rather, how to think, and then how to express that thinking in effective language.  With the inspiration of the Greek philosopher Socrates, we will focus on asking questions, avoiding easy answers, and forcing each of us to challenge our assumptions.  I look forward to pursuing this goal with each of you.

Course Goals and Objectives
The course is based on the Common Core State Standards. For access to the full text of the standards, go to the link on my website.  Specifically, students will:
1. Read and respond to challenging texts using a variety of strategies and tools.
2. Write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument and use clear, precise language.
3. Demonstrate understanding of basic principles of research.
4. Write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.
5. Formulate judgments about oral communication by analyzing logic and content and by delivering their own focused presentations.
6. Develop their personal vocabulary including word meanings and word origins.
7. Read independently in a wide variety of genres and media.
Texts 
· Selected nonfiction: essays, speeches, historical documents, newspaper and magazine articles, covering topics such as moral and political philosophy, science, social commentary, and literary criticism.
· Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain
· Undocumented: A Dominican Boy’s Odyssey from Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League, by Dan-el Padilla Peralta 
· The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald

· Fences, by August Wilson
· Selected poetry 
· Selected media including video lectures of college-level courses.

· Students will also read books of their choice as independent reading.
Progress Reporting (Board Policy 5121)  
Grades shall be reported at the end of each progress reporting period for all students. Whenever a student falls below a C- after the second Progress Report for either semester, the teacher shall arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian and/or send a written report. We want to avoid this!
Grading - Grades will be based on:

· Writing – 40%
· Speaking/Listening/Collaborating – 15% 
· Tests/Projects –15%
· Homework/Classwork – 10%
· Final Exam - 20%
Because class discussion is vital to developing critical thinking, listening, and speaking skills, it counts for a significant part of your grade.  Grading for Speaking/Listening/Collaborating is based on the quality of your ideas, your ability to listen to and work with others, and your willingness to take risks in sharing your ideas.

Special weight will be given to your improvement and growth over the course of the semester/year.  
Behavior/Rules - All rules are based on the principle of mutual respect, between student and teacher as well as among students.  In addition to following all school-wide rules, students will:

1. Have all materials out on your desk in the first minute: binder, book or text, pencil/pen, homework.

2. Respect others.  Put-downs, bullying, and other forms of disrespect will not be tolerated.  All opinions will be respected. 

3. Per school-wide policy, cell phones will be placed in the caddy for the duration of class.  Internet research can be done on your Chromebook, which should be brought to class/school each day.
Plagiarism - Plagiarism is a serious offence and includes (but is not limited to):

· Copying homework from other students.

· Cut and pasting from the Internet – even for homework assignments.
· Paraphrasing or summarizing research information or other texts without citing the source.

NUSD Board policy 5131.93 details serious consequences for plagiarism, including receiving a zero for the assignment.  
Late Homework/Make-ups 
· Late work will not be accepted without the Late Work Explanation form completed and stapled to the front.  The form is available on my website.

· Late homework without a valid excuse will receive half credit.  Major projects and essays will be reduced a full grade the first day they are late.  If you foresee a problem, talk to me ahead of time and we’ll work out a plan. Students are responsible for making up work they have missed; do not rely on the teacher to remind you. 

· Late work must be turned in by each Progress Report period to receive even the standard reduced credit, unless you make arrangements with me beforehand.

· I do not accept any written assignments by email.
· If your printer is broken, email your assignment to yourself and print it in my classroom during break or lunch, not during class.  
Help - I am always available for extra help outside of regular class time.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions if you are confused, need help, or just want to talk more about something.
I have reviewed and understand this syllabus, including class rules/procedures, and expectations:
Student _____________________________                     Parent _____________________________   
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