English 10 Honors – World Literature

Summer Assignment 2015
Welcome to Honors World Literature.  We have the opportunity to explore together some outstanding works of literature from different historical and cultural traditions.  Our emphasis will be on developing critical thinking and formal writing, two skills necessary for success in high school, college, and throughout life. I am not interested in teaching students what to think, but rather, how to think and then how to express that thinking in effective language.  With the inspiration of Socrates, we will focus on asking questions, avoiding easy answers, and forcing each of us to challenge our assumptions.  I look forward to pursuing this goal with each of you.

We will begin our exploration with a summer assignment:
1. Read The Epic of Gilgamesh and keep a Reader’s Log.
Written approximately 4,000 years ago in what is present-day Iraq, The Epic of Gilgamesh is the oldest story in the world and will provide an excellent introduction to The Odyssey, which is also an epic that portrays an exciting heroic quest.  As you read Gilgamesh, you will keep a Reader’s Log, which will guide you in becoming more active readers.  Requirements for the Reader’s Log are:
· A minimum of five entries, each at least one half page in length, handwritten or typed.  Put each entry on a separate page (side of the paper). 
· See the Reader’s Log Format (below – following these directions) for requirements and sample starter prompts; follow the format exactly (date, title, page numbers).  
As you read Gilgamesh and write your log, consider what heroic qualities Gilgamesh possesses.  What does he learn on his quest?  How does he compare to today’s “heroes?”    How do Gilgamesh and his quest relate to popular stories that draw their inspiration from the epic tradition:  Lord of the Rings, Star Wars, Harry Potter, Percy Jackson?  
If possible, read the Gilgamesh translation by Stephen Mitchell, which is a contemporary and engaging version.  If you are reading the Mitchell translation, start by reading pages 1-7 of the introduction and then read the story, which begins on page 67.  Do not read the whole introduction before reading the story.  If you’re reading the Penguin Classics edition (translated by Andrew George), read the Standard Version of the Babylonian Gilgamesh Epic chapters/tablets.  The text is also available online.  
We will begin the year with discussions on Gilgamesh and relate it to The Odyssey, which we will read next.  
2. Read one of the following and keep a Readers Log 
· In the Time of the Butterflies, by Julia Alvarez.   Three sisters join an underground plot to overthrow a dictatorship in the Dominican Republic – based on a true story.

· The Samurai’s Garden, by Gail Tsukiyama.  A young Chinese man moves to a Japanese village during the Japanese invasion of China to recover from tuberculosis and gains spiritual insight as he learns the secret of his new Japanese friends. 
For the Readers Log, follow the same format as for Gilgamesh above.  While you should write about any issues that genuinely intrigue you, consider the following issues as they arise in the novels: courage, the role of women, inequality, injustice, and cultural differences.  One of our goals this year is to examine how these types of issues manifest themselves in different cultures. 

Note:  Readers Logs are not plot summaries.  Write about something that made you think!
You may use your own copies of the novels or get one from the library.  They are also available to check out over the summer by filling out a textbook contract.  See me as soon as possible if you want to check out a book. 
3. Read The Elements of Style by William Strunk, Jr. and E.B. White and complete the assignment below (typed, double spaced).  The text is available online but I encourage you to buy the book and keep it for the rest of your high school and college careers.  It is the single best book on writing.
· Part I - Make a list of two things in each chapter that you learned and/or need to improve in your writing.  Explain the rule/principle and how it relates to your writing.  Indicate the chapter for each set of answers.
· Part II - Write 1-2 paragraphs describing your strengths and weaknesses as a writer.
When We Return in August

All three assignments are due the first day of school.  Logs may be handwritten or typed.  The Elements of Style assignment must be typed.  

You will write an in-class essay on the summer reading the first week of school.
We look forward to seeing you in August.  If you have any questions, my summer email is scottmacleod5@yahoo.com.
Readers Log Format
In your Reader’s Log, record your ideas, questions, comments, interpretations, guesses, predictions, reflections – any thinking that the book provokes in you.  This is Active Reading.  You engage with the text.  

Keep your Reader’s Log with you while you are reading.  You may want to stop as soon as the thoughts come to you and write while the ideas are fresh in your mind or you may want to wait until you come to a natural stopping point in the book, such as a chapter break.

Each log entry must include:
· Date

· Title of the book

· Pages read since last log entry (“pages ___ to ___”)

Sample Reading Log Starters (you may use others):

· When I started reading this book, I thought…
· I changed my mind about…. because…
· I was surprised when…
· I predict that … because…
· I liked the way the writer…
· One thing I’ve noticed about the writer’s style is…
· This book reminded me of… (a real situation or another book)
· This character reminded me of…
· I admire (name of character) because…
· My least favorite character is … because…
· If I were (name of character), I would (wouldn’t) have…
· If I could be any character in this book, I would be… because…
· (Name of character) reminds me of myself because…

· (Name of character) reminds me of someone I know because…

· This book (or section/passage/episode) made me feel…

· This book (or section/passage/episode) made me think…

· This book (or section/passage/episode) made me realize…

· I was confused by … because…
· This sentence (copy sentence) is important because …
· When I finished this book, I still wondered…

The Reader’s Log is not a plot summary.  It is a demonstration of the thinking that is going on inside your head during and after your reading of the text.  
