English 10 
Guidelines for Sophomore Speech
In adapting your persuasive essay to a speech, follow these guidelines:

1. Use the same general principles of argument that apply to the persuasive essay.  Review the rules of argument contained in your handout “Argumentation 101.”  The overall format still applies as well: introduction/thesis, support, counterarguments (addressed either individually as they arise or together after all support arguments), conclusion.  It is usually effective to start with a “hook” to get the audience’s attention. Your format is flexible.  Your purpose is not.  Whatever helps you best achieve your purpose – to persuade your audience – should be used. 
2. Your tone, and hence your language, should be more personal and where appropriate, less formal than in a formal essay.  Standard English is still expected but there is more flexibility. “I” is allowed since it will strengthen your speech to connect yourself personally with your audience and create strong ethos.  
3. Pathos and ethos increase in importance although logos is still required.  Good speeches inspire; they provoke feelings in the audience.  Further, remember that as a speaker you are actually present to your audience as opposed to a writer, and therefore, your ethos is extremely important.  If you have experience that gives you expertise and authority regarding your topic, consider including it.
4. Assume that your audience still consists of people who do not agree with you, but they also include your actual audience: fellow classmates and the teacher.  Show that you recognize the preconceptions of your audience (Remember Odysseus and Nausikaa).
5. Keep your speech to 3-5 minutes.  

6. You may use visual aids: posters or PowerPoint.  However, don’t let the technology get in the way of your words.
On the reverse side is the rubric that will be used to grade your speech.

Rubric for Evaluation – Sophomore Speech

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Persuasiveness
	Argument is strong/coherent 

Strong evidence is provided to support all opinions

Employs (all) ethos/logos/

pathos

Strong appeal to those who hold opposite opinion


	Argument is effective

Evidence is provided to support most opinions

Employs at least two of ethos/logos/

pathos

Some appeal to those who hold opposite opinion. 
	Argument is adequate

Evidence is provided to support some opinions

Employs at least one of ethos/logos/

pathos

Little appeal to those who hold opposite opinion.
	Argument is weak and without structure

Little or no evidence is provided to support opinions

Does not employ ethos/logos/

pathos

No appeal to those who hold opposite opinion



	Style
	Speaker demonstrates strong preparation

Shows strong enthusiasm for subject

Makes frequent eye contact with audience 

Speaks loud and clear throughout
	Speaker demonstrates good preparation 

Shows enthusiasm for subject

Makes occasional eye contact with audience

Mostly speaks loud and clear
	Speaker demonstrates some preparation

Shows some enthusiasm for subject

Makes infrequent eye contact with audience

Occasionally speaks loud and clear
	Speaker exhibits lack of preparation 

Shows lack of enthusiasm for subject

Makes little to no eye contact with audience

Does not speak loud enough to hear or clear enough to understand


