NSPA National Scholastic Press Association

NEWSPAPER CRITIQUE SCORESHEET

Publication Name: School:

City/State: Type of School: (@) Senior High () Jr. High/Middle

PART ONE: COVERAGE & CONTENT

Students, advisers and judges should consider these criteria when evaluating quality of work submitted.

9/09

The news staff uses a variety of methods to convey information, including
traditional text, photos, maps, charts, tables, graphics and illustrations.
School activities — co-curricular and extracurricular — are given promi-
nent display and adequate coverage.

Non-school news, news-features, features and sports stories are included
and contain a local tie-in, reported early in the story.

Academic news is given prominent display and adequate coverage.
Coverage includes stories, photos and graphics reflecting a range of stu-
dent interests and groups.

The future angle — what is about to happen rather than what has already
happened — is taken for some major news and sports stories.

Minority groups and minority opinion are represented in stories and
photos.

Information graphics contribute facts not found elsewhere or in the same
condensed form in an accompanying story.

There are more school-related than non-school stories in each issue.
Editorials frequently relate to events or issues covered elsewhere in the
publication.

Opinion content is diverse and significant, and coherently adheres to the
issue(s) at hand without wandering from the subject.

Special reports and in-depth stories are about a significant subject (seri-
ous or light). Relevance to the reader — called the “news peg” — is ap-
parent. Stories, information graphics, photos, art and graphics contribute
to the overall success of the report. Multiple sources are cited. Opposing
views are reported if possible and relevant. Headlines are not sensational
unless justifiably so.

Judge’s Comments on Coverage & Content
A. NEWS, NEWS-FEATURES: SINGLE STORIES

o Academic: curriculum, teaching, policies, requirements, testing, evaluations, budgets, organizations/unions, state/federal laws
e On-campus: co-curricular, extracurricular activities
o Off-campus: local to international

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:


NSPA-ACP
JUDGES INSTRUCTIONS:
Type your comments, point totals and marks directly into this form on your computer, or print this PDF and use it to write judges' comments and return by mail to NSPA.

Download additional copies of this form at http://judges.studentpress.org/

For best results, please use the latest version of Adobe Reader. Certain features of this form, such as automatic calculation of point totals, will not work correctly in the Mac OS X Preview application.

To use this form for multiple critiques, use the Save As command to create a copy of this document under a new name (e.g. "[publication_name] critique 2008.pdf") and save it in a location on your hard drive where you're sure you can find it later.

When you are finished with the critique, return to judges.studentpress.org and follow the instructions to submit your completed critique to NSPA.

Thanks for your cooperation!


B. FEATURES: SINGLE STORIES

e On and off-campus

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

C. SPORTS

o School-sponsored, competitive team sports, intramural, club sports and recreation
o Non-school sports, recreation
o Features, columns, briefs

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

D. SPECIAL REPORTS: MULTIPLE STORIES, RELATED MATERIAL

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:
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E. INFORMATION GRAPHICS: CONTENTS ONLY

o Judge will not penalize for no work in this area.

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

F. EDITORIALS, OPINION COLUMNS, REVIEWS

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

SCORE FOR COVERAGE & CONTENT (use increments of 5)

0 300 500 800 1000
Poor Fair Average Very Good Excellent TOTAL POINTS:

[l MARK OF DISTINCTION (A mark of distinction is given by a judge or an NSPA official for exemplary work in this area. Cite reason below.)
For:
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PART TWO: WRITING & EDITING

Students, advisers and judges should consider these criteria when evaluating quality of work submitted.

All writing, with the exception of editorials, opinion columns, reviews and
analysis, is free of the writer’s opinions.

Stories include a sufficient number of appropriate sources to make cover-
age fair and accurate. A reporter makes a sincere attempt to interview the
most knowledgeable sources.

Opinion columns and editorials contain evidence of research.

Stories are written using an appropriate journalistic form and structure.
Writers use accepted journalistic style (Associated Press, New York Times,
Quill and Scroll etc.) and are consistent with style selected.

Story leads are concise, capture the reader’s attention, and feature impor-
tant facts or an unusual angle.

When writing a summary lead, each of the “who, what, when, where, why
and how” angles is analyzed for importance. Generally, the writer begins
the lead with the most important of these angles.

Story leads avoid beginning with the “when” angle unless the “when” is
unusual or the most important angle.

Stories are developed with an accurate sense of the importance of

detail. Important information is not buried in the story. Most stories are
developed with the most important and timely facts first, and the least
important facts last.

The “why” aspect of a story is reported adequately.

Reporters write all news, news-features, features and sports in the third
person, impersonal. Some leads may include second person pronouns.
Quotes with first person pronouns do not contradict this rule. Staff edi-
torials are written in the third person plural; opinion columns in the first
person; analysis, clearly labeled, in first, second or third person.

Copy is edited and proofed carefully to check: spelling, the accuracy of
numbers and other facts, sentence structure, subject-verb agreement,
grammar, usage and syntax.

Captions are written with a present tense verb, identify all prominent and
recognizable persons, and give information that is not found in an accom-
panying story.

Two headline varieties are acceptable: sentence-style headlines with a
subject, verb and object or receiver of the action; feature-style headlines
with any reasonable phrase, question or words that are clever or playful.
Serious stories may require a traditional sentence-style headline. The verb
in a sentence-style headline is usually in present or future tense; passive
voice is acceptable.

Judge’s Comments on Writing & Editing
A. NON-OPINION WRITING: NEWS, FEATURES, SPORTS, ENTERTAINMENT

Leads, development and use of sources

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

B. EDITORIAL, ANALYSIS AND OPINION WRITING

Leads, development and use of sources

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:



C. EDITING, PROOFING AND JOURNALISTIC STYLE

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

D. CAPTIONS, HEADLINES

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

SCORE FOR WRITING & EDITING (use increments of 5)

0 300 500 800 1000
Poor Fair Average Very Good Excellent

TOTAL POINTS:

[l MARK OF DISTINCTION (A mark of distinction is given by a judge or an NSPA official for exemplary work in this area. Cite reason below.)

For:

INILIAT " INILIYM ‘OML LUYd



PART THREE: PHOTOS, ART & GRAPHICS

Students, advisers and judges should consider these criteria when evaluating quality of work submitted.

A variety of photos — action candids, mugs, groups, objects — is pub-
lished if relevant. Overuse of mugs or groups is discouraged. There is
evidence of on-the-spot photo coverage of news and sports events.
Photos are cropped to emphasize the center of interest in each one.
Photo content is newsworthy, significant or unusual.

Photos have the proper contrast, and are neither too dark nor too light.
Color photos are reproduced with accurate color values.

Photos are free of scratches, dust, lint, water spots or other technical flaws.

Photos use an appropriate screen and sufficient resolution for the final
reproduction size.

The center of interest in each photo is focused.

An information graphic includes illustrations or graphics to represent and
visually interpret the accompanying facts and figures.

Editorial cartoons are simple with concise text to quickly convey their
message.

Graphics — rules, dingbats, typographic devices — support but don’t
overwhelm and detract from editorial or pictorial content. Screens placed
over copy are light enough to allow for easy reading.

Column headings are consistent in design and use the same typeface to
support overall newspaper design continuity. Typeface family variations,
such as weight and posture, are acceptable.

Original story art is attractive, appropriate for the content, and contributes
to the reader’s comprehension of the story.

Use of clip art is discouraged. All illustrative art is appropriate for the age
of the readers and matches current styles unless otherwise desired.

A documentary image that has been altered — color in portions changed,
elements moved, combined, flipped, etc. — is credited as a photoillustra-
tion.

A credit accompanies all photos, art and graphics. Mug shots may appear
without a credit.

Images taken from Web sites are used under fair use provisions or with
permission and are properly credited as such. Images not under fair use
or without permission are not included.

Judge’s Comments on Photos, Art & Graphics
A. PHOTO CONTENT

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

B. PHOTO TECHNICAL QUALITY

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:



C. INFORMATION GRAPHICS

o Judge will not penalize for no work in this area.

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

D. EDITORIAL CARTOONS

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

E. GRAPHICS

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:
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F. COLUMN, DEPARTMENT, SPECIAL HEADINGS

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

G. STORY ART

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

SCORE FOR PHOTOS, ART & GRAPHICS (use increments of 5)

0 250 400 650 800
Poor Fair Average Very Good Excellent TOTAL POINTS:

[] MARK OF DISTINCTION (A mark of distinction is given by a judge or an NSPA official for exemplary work in this area. Cite reason below.)
For:
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PART FOUR: LAYOUT & DESIGN

Students, advisers and judges should consider these criteria when evaluating quality of work submitted.

Judge’s Comments on Layout & Design

Modular or mostly modular page makeup is used throughout the publica-
tion. Modular is characterized by rectangular shapes — horizontal and
vertical — and some squares. All elements are four-sided.

Elements — text, headlines, photos, graphics, art — are balanced infor-
mally to avoid a page that is off-balanced. Photos, rules, headlines, screens
and art carry heavy or black weight. Text is gray weight or medium. Blank
space, such as column gutters, is white space or weight. Sometimes the
placement of the lead and second story on a newspaper page creates a
top-heavy look. That may be unavoidable, and it is acceptable.

Ads should be placed on inside pages, building in modular blocks from
the lower corners upward. Blocks combined to half- or full pages of adver-
tising are acceptable, but they should face pages with content.

Generally, a photo or art should not separate a story from its headline.
Facing pages inside a newspaper or newsmagazine should be designed as
one unit for overall balance even though the content may not be related.
A page one with a photo or art as its only element such as in a newsmaga-
zine, needs an accompanying headline, caption, and a reference to where
the related story is printed inside if there is an accompanying story.

A. PAGE ONE, COVER

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

B. INSIDE NEWS, FEATURE, SPORTS PAGES

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

Opinion pages may vary in design from the other pages to signal the shift
from objective reporting on the news-feature-sports pages to subjective
writing on the opinion pages.

Photo essays can be handled as posters or as a full page or spread collec-
tion. Generally, photos of various sizes, with one clearly the focal point
because of its dominant size, are grouped with consistent margin space
among them. A headline, some text and captions complement the photos.
A serif typeface for text is preferred by readers according to various reader
studies. Text is often set in either nine- or 10-point type, with one or two
points leading between lines. Captions are often set in either a size one
point larger than text or in a contrasting bold or medium face.

Original, student-produced ads include a simple and direct selling mes-
sage relevant to the readers, a visual such as a photo or artwork, and a
complete advertiser name, address, phone, Web site, and if appropriate,
hours of operation.



C. DOUBLE-TRUCK, SINGLE-TOPIC SPREADS, SPECIAL REPORTS, SUPPLEMENTS

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

D. OPINION PAGES

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

E. PHOTO ESSAYS

o Judge will not penalize for no work in this area.

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

-10 -
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F. ADVERTISING

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

G. TEXT, HEADLINE TYPOGRAPHY

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

SCORE FOR LAYOUT & DESIGN (use increments of 5)

0 250 400 650 800
Poor Fair Average Very Good Excellent TOTAL POINTS:
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[l MARK OF DISTINCTION (A mark of distinction is given by a judge or an NSPA official for exemplary work in this area. Cite reason below.)
For:
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PART FIVE: LEADERSHIP

Students, advisers and judges should consider these criteria when evaluating quality of work submitted.

o The news staff expresses concern for the welfare of the school, students,
faculty and staff through their thoughtful and constructive commentary in

editorials and opinion columns, making recommendations for improve- .

ment when applicable.

o The news staff expresses concern for the welfare of the community outside

the school through thoughtful and constructive commentary relevant to

student readers in their editorials. .

o The news staff expresses their appreciation for extraordinary accomplish-

ments by students, faculty, staff and community members in its editorials.

o Page one, or the cover of the publication, generally contains material that

Judge’s Comments on Leadership
A. EDITORIAL, OPINION PAGE LEADERSHIP

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

B. BREADTH OF COVERAGE OF SCHOOL NEWS

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

-12 -

is the most significant and worthwhile of all content within the publica-
tion.

The content includes a mix of material about non-school events and is-
sues relevant to students that will make students well-informed citizens.
Effort to thoughtfully cover issues relevant to minority or underrepresent-
ed individuals and groups is apparent.

Students use accepted journalistic forms and style. Any deviation is made
because it is appropriate and valuable to readers.

Students follow ethical practices, accept professional standards, and
adhere to press and copyright laws in all aspects of their work.



C. BREADTH OF COVERAGE OF NON-SCHOOL NEWS

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

D. ADHERENCE TO PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS, LAW, ETHICS

Strengths:

Weaknesses/Recommendations:

SCORE FOR LEADERSHIP (use increments of 5)

0] 125 250
Poor Fair Average

375 500
Very Good Excellent TOTAL POINTS:

[[] MARK OF DISTINCTION
For:

(A mark of distinction is given by a judge or an NSPA official for exemplary work in this area. Cite reason below.)

-13-
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STUDENT WORK CREDIT

The judge will transfer the information provided by the adviser on the critique service entry
form to this section for scoring. If insufficient information is provided, a partial score or no
score will be given.

In the Student Work section, each percentage point is worth 0.5. (For example, 100 percent is
worth 50 points.) Points are not subtracted or given for adviser work. The maximum score is
300. This score will then be included in the final score.

Writing/Reporting (50 possible points)

Editing (50 possible points)

Photography (50 possible points)

Art/Graphics (50 possible points)

Layout/Design (50 possible points)

Desktop Publishing/Technical Production (50 possible points)

TOTAL POINTS (300 possible)

JUDGE’S SUMMARY COMMENTS:

-14 -

TOTAL SCORE

>

MARKS OF
DISTINCTION

[] Coverage/Content
] Writing/Editing

] Photos/Art/Graphics
[] Layout/Design

[] Leadership

HONOR RATING

O All-American
3,200 or more points
plus four or five Marks of Distinction

QO First Class

3,200 or more points

{®@ Second Class
2,025-3,195 points

QO Third Class

2,020 or fewer points

JUDGE

>

NSPA

Scoresheet © Copyright 2009
NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC
PRESS ASSOCIATION
2221 University Ave SE

Suite 121

Minneapolis, MN 55414
612-625-8335
info@studentpress.org
nspa.studentpress.org



	Coverage_News_Strengths: News stories chosen are all newsworthy. Good variety of clubs, academic and district issues.
	Coverage_News_Weaknesses: Avoid editorializing in news stories, especially with adjectives. Example "astounding," "should be more than enough."
Be sure to use first and last name when introducing a person the first time.
With AP style, do not use Mr. or Mrs. Also do not use "th" or "nd" etc. for dates.
	Coverage_Features_Strengths: Issues and people chosen are relevant. Consistency of clubs of the month is good for your school and readers, to bring awareness.
	Coverage_Features_Weaknesses: Avoid first person. Try to get multiple interviews, not just the person being featured.
For the Clubs of the Month, try to cover specific events so it's not just a summary or overview of the club.
	Coverage_Sports_Strengths: Wide coverage of all school sports, not just "popular" ones.
	Coverage_Sports_Weaknesses: Try to cover some unique sports things in your community around your school.
	Coverage_Special_Strengths: Center spreads look great in each issue. They show a great amount of effort.
The Dear Sally and Yay & Nay section are quick reads and consistent from issue to issue, which your readers can look forward to.
	Coverage_Special_Weaknesses: 
	Coverage_Infographics_Strengths: 
	Coverage_Infographics_Weaknesses: Try adding more than just text in your information boxes to make them more appealing and eye-catching to your readers.
	Coverage_OpEd_Strengths: Nice mix of national and worldwide issues mixed in with local and school concerns.
	Coverage_OpEd_Weaknesses: Head to head columns could be a little more serious.
	Score_Coverage: 600
	MarkReason_Coverage: 
	Writing_NonOpinion_Strengths: Good quotes chosen for final sentences. 
Story of the plaques was a very interesting story choice, as well as the layout of the story made it interesting and easy to read.
	Writing_NonOpinion_Weaknesses: Try to paraphrase some quotes. Sometimes they end up looking like a list.
Avoid writing about yourselves or the newspaper, unless it is something newsworthy. This could be published in the yearbook instead.
Be sure to use 5w's and H in your lead. Avoid starting with the "when" unless it is the most important aspect of the story.    Don't cheer-lead for your school.
Don't say "when asked" before a quote; it inserts the reporter into the story, which you want to avoid.
Many of your feature stories have opinion inserted in them. (BIG NONO!) Don't assume students feel a certain way.
	Writing_Editorial_Strengths: Opinion is evident early on in the editorial. Good final sentences.
	Writing_Editorial_Weaknesses: Lengthen your opinion pieces. Do research to back up your opinions. 
	Writing_EditProofing_Strengths: Length of paragraphs is appropriate. Use of quotes is evident in every story.
	Writing_EditProofing_Weaknesses: Put attribution at the end of quotes. Instead of Joe Smith said "blah blah," put "blah blah," Joe Smith said.  
 
Avoid the word "got" or any variation of it. There almost always is a better, more descriptive word to use. 
	Writing_CapHead_Strengths: Headlines run the length of the story.
	Writing_CapHead_Weaknesses: Not all headlines have a subject and verb. Be sure that you have both, otherwise it is a heading or title, not a headline. Or, use your headings as a kicker into a larger headline.
Avoid using cliché's in sports headlines. (example: "Making a splash.") Avoid using names in headlines, unless it is someone very well known. Instead, use a descriptor.
Do not use school name or SM in your headlines. It is unnecessary.  Make sure every photo has a caption.
Try for two sentences in your captions. Captions should add more the the photo, not just be an obvious description.
	Score_Writing: 500
	MarkReason_Writing: 
	PhotoArt_Content_Strengths: Images are sharp.
	PhotoArt_Content_Weaknesses: Avoid posed photos. When writing a feature, use a photo of your subject doing something, not just standing against a wall.
Avoid Google images, especially for easy cartoons/graphics that could be done originally by a staff member.
Have a staffer take photos of things around your city, instead of using Google images. It looks lazy.
	PhotoArt_Technical_Strengths: 
	PhotoArt_Technical_Weaknesses: Many photos are obviously staged. Avoid this at all costs. Try using unique angles in your shots.
	PhotoArt_Infographic_Strengths: 
	PhotoArt_Infographic_Weaknesses: 
	PhotoArt_EdToon_Strengths: 
	PhotoArt_EdToon_Weaknesses: No Google images!
Editorial cartoons should show a side on an issue, like an editorial.  Sometimes, they can even stand alone if they are strong enough.   Like photos, they should tell a story within themselves, not just look like space filler.
	PhotoArt_Graphics_Strengths: 
	PhotoArt_Graphics_Weaknesses: Don't use odd shapes for photo framing unless there is a specific purpose.
Some text on some charts are hard to read.
	PhotoArt_ColumnHead_Strengths: 
	PhotoArt_ColumnHead_Weaknesses: Consider using staff photos with your column bylines. This helps break up text-heavy pages.
	PhotoArt_StoryArt_Strengths: 
	PhotoArt_StoryArt_Weaknesses: Avoid Google images!
 
Try to have a visual (photo, graphic, chart) for every story.
	Score_PhotoArt: 250
	MarkReason_PhotoArt: 
	Layout_PageOne_Strengths: Interesting concept of the paper looking like a tabloid with the big photo, but opening up to a broadsheet!
	Layout_PageOne_Weaknesses: Tell where your readers can find the front story on page one.  (Example: see inside, page 6).
Use more white space - Issue 4 cover was powerful.
	Layout_Inside_Strengths: Good use of different modular designs.
	Layout_Inside_Weaknesses: Have a dominant element on every page.
Avoid too many boxes.
	Layout_Special_Strengths: Center pages are visually appealing.
	Layout_Special_Weaknesses: Avoid cursive fonts.
	Layout_Opinion_Strengths: Effort to put visual with each story.
	Layout_Opinion_Weaknesses: Don't layout pull quotes length of the columns, it separates the story into two parts and is confusing to your reader's eye. Try not to put two graphics right next to each other.
	Layout_PhEssay_Strengths: 
	Layout_PhEssay_Weaknesses: 
	Layout_Advertising_Strengths: Few ads, which is a start. 
	Layout_Advertising_Weaknesses: Try to get businesses to sign semester long or yearlong contracts. Try designing ads for the customer before going in to sell. This way, they do not have to create the ad, and it shows effort.
	Layout_Type_Strengths: Bylines are consistent and spacing is consistent.
	Layout_Type_Weaknesses: Vary headline size to show importance of each story in relation to another.
Do not use the following in headlines: exclamation points, question marks or the & sign.  Use a comma instead of &.
Make sure headlines tell what the story is about. Many are very vague.
	Score_Layout: 400
	MarkReason_Layout: 
	Leadership_OpEd_Strengths: Consistency from issue to issue. Your readers know what to expect and the fact that you published more issues this year is great! Evidence of appreciation for school is seen throughout each issue.
Stories are the work of students and not plagiarized from other publications.
	Leadership_OpEd_Weaknesses: Not sure why you chose "Penultimate" as a section heading...most of your readers will not know what this word means, therefore confusing them about the stories that are in that section.
	Leadership_SchCoverage_Strengths: Covering all areas of the school is shown. Having section editors helps widen your coverage.
	Leadership_SchCoverage_Weaknesses: Try having reporters write for each section, thus covering more events.
	Leadership_NonSchCoverage_Strengths: Good attempt to cover national events. They show research.
	Leadership_NonSchCoverage_Weaknesses: Cover more community issues than national issues, as they will be more likely to give you first person interviews, rather than just research.
	Leadership_Standards_Strengths: Adherence to copyright standards. Effort to cover all types of students and faculty.
	Leadership_Standards_Weaknesses: Study up on AP style writing and rules. Make sure all photos are given attribution.
	Score_Leadership: 375
	MarkReason_Leadership: 
	Score_SW_Writing: 50
	Score_SW_Editing: 47.5
	Score_SW_Photo: 
	Score_SW_ArtGraphics: 50
	Score_SW_Layout: 50
	Score_SW_Production: 50
	Score_SW_Total: 247.5
	JudgeSummary: I did not transfer 50 points for photography because half of the photos were Google images.
 
This paper seems like an up-and-coming paper that will be eligible for local, state and national awards in the very near future. The knowledge of layout and writing is there, just need to sharpen up. 
It is obvious that you have deadlines and a structure that is followed for each issue. This is the hardest thing to establish, but now that your publication has such expectations, the sky is the limit, so to speak!
	Data_JudgeName: Hillary Blayney
	Data_Rating: 2nd
	Mark_Coverage: Off
	Mark_Writing: Off
	Mark_PhotoArt: Off
	Mark_Layout: Off
	Mark_Leadership: Off
	Score_Total: 2372.5
	Data_Publication: Pony Express
	Data_School: San Marin High School
	Data_City: Novato, CA
	Data_SchType: Senior High


