Final Writing Review – English 10 Honors 
Common Errors
1. Inconsistency of Verb Tense – especially related to Literary Present

2. Awkward Phrasing – difficult to describe, easy to spot
3. Title of Essay – make it interesting, related to your theme, not generic, e.g. “Summer Essay.”

4. Failure to Answer the Prompt – make sure you answer the question.

5. Vague Opening Paragraph – generally includes vague or obvious thesis

6. Weak Conclusion – end on a strong note and leave the reader with something to chew on.  Avoid asking a question. 

7. Theme Too Broad – “understanding human values.”

8. Stating the Obvious – “The universal theme is a huge part of a book; it shows a lot about the characters and can teach you something about life and people.”

9. Rhetorical Questions – avoid asking a rhetorical question, particularly an obvious one, and then answering it.  For example, “Is Oedipus a tragic hero?  Yes.”

10. Books that “teach lessons/morals” – great books rarely can be reduced to a simple lesson or moral.  Fables and nursery rhymes do that.   Great books more often than not suggest a theme and/or raise questions that are not easily answered.  The value is in the questions themselves and an understanding of the complexity of the issues.

11. Word Choice - avoid phrases like “biggest argument” and “huge reason.”  Replace with “most significant”, “most influential”, etc.    Use a thesaurus!  Build your vocabulary!

12. Miscellaneous Stylistic Errors

a. Misuse of quotes to mean “supposed” as if you’re letting the reader in on something.

b. Overuse of parentheses – usually indicates you haven’t put together good sentences; ideas are tacked on after the fact.

c. Overuse of “very”

d. Use of slang
e. Redundancy – “In Beowulf, Heaney writes about a warrior named Beowulf.”  “In Beowulf, Beowulf kills.”

f. “Another example is when”  (or “is where”) – avoid this by rethinking your idea and rewriting the sentence
g.  “the beginning of the book” – use proper genre (novel, play, etc); a story/play/poem has a beginning, not a physical thing you hold in your hand

13. Fragments – incomplete sentences.  OK to use sparingly only if you’re doing it for effect.
14. Run-on Sentences – too long, too many ideas, without proper punctuation
15. Too Wordy – not concise.  As with bushes and trees, pruning makes essays stronger.  
16. Parallel Construction – how to add balance and style to your writing

17. Pronoun/Antecedent – make sure every pronoun’s antecedent is clear and is in agreement.
18. Dangling/Misplaced Modifiers – proximity is your guide
19. Punctuation – especially commas/semicolons 
20. Spelling – e.g. “there/their”, “affect/effect” 

21. Split Infinitives - avoid doing this too much.  Occasionally, it is acceptable:  “To boldly go where no man has gone before.”

Final words on how to make your writing better:

	Make your writing poetic.  Listen to how your sentences sound out loud.  Vary your rhythm for effect.  Use metaphor.  Be aware that every word you use has connotation, not just denotation.  

Read good writing wherever you can find it.  The Atlantic and The New Yorker magazines are two of the best sources for excellent writing.

Read like a writer.  Notice the writer’s techniques and learn from them.  Be aware of how the writer chooses words and constructs sentences.

Keep Writing

The only way you get better at writing is by doing it, analyzing your own work, and making improvements the next time.

The Elements of Style – buy it, read it, use it.  It is the single best book on writing ever written.  




