Epic Hero Cycle – Classic and Modern Myth



   Name: _____________________________
Myth:  a traditional, typically ancient story dealing with supernatural beings, ancestors, or heroes that serves as a fundamental type in the worldview of a people, as by explaining aspects of the natural world or delineating the psychology, customs, or ideals of society.  (from the Greek, “mythos”: story or word)
For each element, work with your group to fill in the appropriate examples from one of the following:

· Lord of the Rings         Harry Potter         Star Wars         Percy Jackson
As you continue to read Homer’s epic, fill in the column for The Odyssey.
	Element
	Modern Example __________________
	The Odyssey

	The hero is charged with a quest.


	
	

	The hero is tested through adventures with adversaries both terrible and beautiful.


	
	

	The hero has supernatural abilities and/or a special weapon.

	
	

	The hero’s travels take him to a supernatural world, often one where normal humans are barred (for example - the land of the dead).


	
	


	Element
	Modern Example ________________
	The Odyssey

	The hero seeks advice from a sage (wise man).


	
	

	The cycle reaches a low point, where the hero nearly gives up his quest or appears defeated -followed by a resurrection.


	
	

	Hero comes to a land where he wins a bridal contest, marries, and becomes king.


	
	

	Restitution – often takes the form of the hero regaining his rightful place on the throne.


	
	

	Absence/Devastation/Return: hero is absent - home falls into disorder - he returns to rectify.


	
	

	Fate – the hero’s success is fated.


	
	


