Antigone Essay Assignment – 130 points
English 10 
Antigone has been celebrated and debated for over 2,000 years; it is time for you to add your voices to the conversation.  I want you to find a topic that interests you and you care about, and therefore, you have many choices.  Your assignment is to write a 2-3 page essay in 5-Paragraph format (your essay may contain more than five paragraphs if needed).  
Choose one of the following prompts:
1. Which theory of tragedy fits Antigone best, Aristotle or Hegel’s?  You may feel that parts of each theory fit the play.

2. How does Sophocles demonstrate one of the following themes in Antigone (choose one)?

a. Personal/Conscience vs. State

b. Morality/Religion vs. State

c. Family vs. State

3. Creon is sometimes seen as the villain of the play.  How would you defend him against his critics?  You will strengthen your case if you acknowledge his faults.

4. Hegel called Antigone “the most glorious figure ever to have appeared on earth.” What makes Antigone a hero?  In addition to the play itself and the idea of the tragic hero, consider what we’ve discussed this year about heroes in general.
5. Choose a topic of your own that interests you.  Clear this with Mr. MacLeod as soon as possible.

Important:  Be sure as you answer these prompts that you first explain how the play demonstrates your thesis.  Real life connections can be used to elaborate on the evidence you cite from the play, not substitute for a close examination of the play itself.
Grading

I will be looking specifically for depth of thought and a grasp of the complexity and ambiguity that are hallmarks of Greek tragedy.  Also, review the Writing Expectations handout to ensure your essay meets these expectations.
Timetable

· Prewriting Step 1, 2 due Block Day 10/27 or 10/28 
· Prewriting Step 3 due Friday 10/30
· First Draft due Block Day 11/3 or 11/4
· Final Essay due Block Day 11/10 or 11/11
