Unit Test and Essay Review – The Odyssey
English 10 Honors

You are responsible for knowing the plot, major characters, and major themes of The Odyssey.  You are also responsible for all topics reviewed in class.  These are the main topics to review for the test:

· Three approaches to literary analysis and how they apply to The Odyssey:
1. Historical Context
2. Internal Features of the Text (using traditional literary terms)
3. Reader Response

· Ethos/Logos/Pathos
· Types of epics: Nostos versus Kleos

· Epic Hero Cycle – common elements 

· Oral Tradition

· Epithet

· Chronology – real time versus Homer’s telling of the story

· Flashback

· Xenoi,  Xenia
· Xenophobia
· Oikos 
· Hubris
· Parallel story of homecoming: Agamemnon
· Menelaos and Helen 

· Kalypso vs Circe – compare and contrast

· Character of Odysseus

· What qualities make him a hero?

· What are his flaws?

· Can heroes have flaws?

· Character of Telemakhos, Penelope

· Revenge/justice – consequences of actions, especially the suitors’

· Sexual double standard

· Role of women 

For the in-class essay, you will have a choice of topics covering the following:

· Heroism/Odysseus – characteristics of a hero: intelligence/cleverness versus strength, etc
· Coming of Age – Telemakhos 
· Fate vs Free Will – things happening or not happening for a reason. Intervention of external forces – divine intervention

· Portrayal of Women – consider Kalypso, Kirke, Penelope, Nausikaa and the sexual double standard.

