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Welcome to Journalism.  This year our biggest challenge is to acquire the skills to publish a print publication while continuing the great innovations developed last year online.  As in regular English classes, we will emphasize the development of critical thinking and formal writing, two skills necessary for success in high school, college, and throughout life. Research shows that journalism students score higher on writing tests, mainly because they write more and practice writing in different styles and formats.    Regular writing will be supplemented with instruction in all facets of journalism.  Students will learn leadership skills by taking ownership for all aspects of the Pony Express including research, writing, editing, photography, production, and business.  They will also study legal/ethical issues and consider the current state of journalism as it relates to a free society.
In addition to this syllabus, you must read the Journalism Handbook for more details on roles, responsibilities, and expectations (accessible via my website).  This is your most valuable resource.
Course Goals 

Students in Journalism 1, 2, and 3 share the same overall goals of developing proficiency in reading, writing, research, editing, proofreading, photography, production, technology, and business.  In addition, students will learn how to participate effectively as team members to produce the Pony Express.  Beyond learning accountability within an organization, students will acquire skills in group discussions and critiques of the paper.
Course Objectives

Journalism 1

This introductory course reinforces all of the reading, writing, and discussion skills taught in regular English classes.  Particular emphasis is given to:

· Effective composition applied in different contexts and formats, e.g. news, feature, editorial, profile.
· Collaborative learning and peer critiquing.
· Self-evaluation: students will maintain a portfolio of their work and evaluate it.

· Evaluation and critique of different writing styles from mainstream media.

· Effective and correct use of language utilizing appropriate style guides.

· Effective and creative use of publishing software/technology.

· Understanding and application of legal/ethical issues in reporting.

· Business topics including budget, advertising, circulation, roles and authority within a news organization.

Journalism 2, 3

Students in these courses use all of the skills taught in Journalism 1 to take leadership roles in production of the Pony Express.  In addition to practicing more advanced and proficient writing, these students often serve as editors, learning and practicing leadership in:

· Goal setting for the overall paper and individual sections

· Idea generation 

· Assigning articles and deadlines

· Managing reporters
· Research, prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing.

· Identification of tone, point-of-view, intention, audience.

· Recognizing opinion, assumption, and bias.

Texts 
Inside Reporting, A Practical Guide to the Craft of Journalism (McGraw Hill)
The Newpaper Designer’s Handbook (McGraw Hill)

Selected articles from mainstream media, e.g. The New York Times, The Atlantic.
Students are required to subscribe to SMHS eNews and will also read and critique mainstream media and other student newspapers.
Progress Reporting 
Grades shall be reported at the end of each progress reporting period for all students. Whenever a student falls below a C- after the second Progress Report for either semester, the teacher shall arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian and/or send a written report.  (Board Policy 5121)  
Grading 

Grades will be based primarily on your writing and overall contribution to the class.  In addition, there may be occasional homework, which includes projects and presentations. In place of a final exam, there is a Portfolio Self-Evaluation (Fall) and Final Project (Spring).  
Behavior/Rules
All rules are based on the principle of mutual respect, between student and teacher as well as among students.  Given the nature of journalism and the motivation of the students, there will be a considerable amount of freedom, which necessitates an equally large amount of responsibility.  In addition to following all school-wide rules, students will:
1. Be Productive/Show Initiative:
· There is always something to be working on: researching a new story, rewriting, proofreading, helping other students generate ideas, researching advertising prospects, etc.  

· Journalists don’t wait for others to tell them what to do.  Show initiative.  Show us you can work independently without constant supervision.  
2. Respect others:

· Put-downs, bullying, and other forms of disrespect will not be tolerated.  All opinions presented with respect will be respected. 
All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice, and bigotry.  As members of the San Marin High School educational community, students are expected not to commit and, equally importantly, to speak out against acts of harassment that are designed to demean another person's race, gender, age, ethnicity, religious preference, political affiliation, disability, or sexual orientation.
Deadlines/Homework 
If you foresee a problem making deadline for articles/photos/layouts, talk to your Editors and me ahead of time.  See the Journalism Handbook for more details.   Journalists have real deadlines!
Help

I am always available for extra help outside of class.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions if you are confused, need help, or just want to talk more about something.
I have reviewed and understand this syllabus, including class rules/procedures:

Student _____________________________                          Parent _____________________________   
Honors Journalism Addendum

Students selected by the instructor for Honors Journalism complete substantial additional assignments and take on additional responsibilities as described below.
Summer Assignment 

Honors students will complete a research assignment over the summer which will prepare them for their increased leadership role in the class.  Topics will be chosen by students with guidance from the instructor.  Sample topics could include the role of journalism in a democracy, techniques of photojournalism, advanced layout techniques and technology.  

Students will produce a written report based on their research and deliver a presentation to the Journalism class using technology.  Both assignments are due the first week of class.  Students will learn to use an understanding of basic communication skills including audience and purpose to craft a presentation that will teach important journalism techniques and skills to first year Journalism students.  Honors students will field questions from the class and therefore, develop critical listening and speaking skills.

Curriculum Development and Teaching 

Honors students will work individually or in groups to develop teaching units and lead the class in instruction.  This will also include revising and presenting the Journalism Handbook, which lays out roles, responsibilities, and procedures for all aspects of the class including producing print and online publications.  In revising the Journalism Handbook, honors students will collaborate with other students to evaluate current procedures, problem solve challenges, and recommend solutions.  Topics that honors students will research in depth and teach the class include, but are not limited to:

· Basic journalism concepts: inverted pyramid, story organization, what constitutes news, etc.

· Writing in different journalistic formats: news, features, opinion, sports, etc.

· Interview techniques and skills.

· Basic and advanced news photography techniques.

· Roles and responsibilities of editors.

· Legal and ethical issues and guidelines.

Key Assignment – Students will research legal and ethical issues related to publishing a student newspaper and make a presentation to the class.  Sources will include the Student Press Law Center and the National Scholastic Press Association’s Code of Ethics.  Students will learn to think critically and differentiate issues of legality (are we allowed?) from ethics (should we?).  Students will learn how the First Amendment applies to the press in general and to student publications specifically.  Honors students will make a presentation to the class that will not only cover the broad concepts but also apply these principles to mini case studies of real-world situations students have experienced with their publication. 

Contest Entries

Honors students will manage the Journalism contest process, including selecting and entering student work.  Students will read contest entry forms carefully to determine the requirements.  Collaborating with other students, they will think critically about what makes an article, a photograph, an editorial cartoon, or a layout exceptional and select those they believe have the best chance of winning based on their understanding of basic journalism standards and the requirements of the contest.

Key Assignment – Honors students will enter student work in at least two major contests during the year.  They will learn to collaborate to come to consensus on which work to enter in the contests.  In doing so, they will reinforce their learning of fundamental and advanced journalism skills.  They will also learn to utilize technology to enter the work, since most contests utilize electronic entry of materials.

Leadership Skills

Honors students will assume more advanced leadership roles and will work closely with the Journalism teacher on overall planning for the course.  This includes:

· Planning instruction and activities.

· Setting and following through on deadlines for each issue and developing a calendar of publication dates for the year.

· Communicating by phone, text, and email with the printing company to plan and execute the physical printing of the newspaper, including problem solving when complications arise, as they frequently do.  

· Managing the budget which includes communicating with school personnel to track income and expenses, including subscription revenue, advertising revenue, printing costs, and equipment costs.

· Evaluate the overall progress of the class.  This will include leading the evaluation of students’ collaborative skills.

Key Assignment – Honors students will collaborate with other students to develop a calendar of publications for the year and set deadlines for each issue.  Students will think critically to weigh various considerations including the school’s calendar of events, estimated creation and production timing of the paper, student capacity, and issues regarding distribution and mailing of the paper.  Students will then set deadlines for first/second/final drafts of copy, photos and illustrations, first/second/final layout, delivery to the printer, and receipt of the final paper from the printer.  Students will communicate with the printing company and make any necessary adjustments based on its needs and/or availabilities. Students will also collaborate to plan the distribution of the paper both on campus and via nonprofit bulk mailing.  Students will learn how to collaborate to plan multiple team functions, hold students accountable to deadlines, weigh various factors affecting scheduling, and problem solve to stay on schedule.

