Name:  _______________________________

Controversial Topics for Sophomore Speech
(compiled by students from news media)

· Health Care Reform

· Immigration 

· Gay Rights/Marriage/Adoption
· Gays in Military – Don’t Ask Don’t Tell

· Gun Control

· Security vs. Privacy in relation to fighting terrorism

· Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
· Women in Combat

· Closing of Guantanamo

· Suicide

· Golden Gate Bridge Suicide Barriers

· Euthanasia

· Stem Cell Research

· In Vitro Fertilization

· Climate Change – validity and/or what to do about it if it is 

· Obesity (e.g. ban on super size sodas) – can government tell us what to eat?

· Public Schools – how improve?   
· No Child Left Behind, Race To The Top

· Teacher Education

· Standardized Testing – STAR, SAT, Common Core, etc.

· Homework – effective?  Too much?
· Arts in Schools – budget cuts

· Home Schooling

· School Uniforms

· School Vouchers

· Required Physical Education (PE)

· Bilingual Education 

· Legalization of Marijuana

· Prostitution – legalize?

· Drinking Age – lower?
· Driving Age – raise?

· Proposition 13 – repeal?

· Death Penalty

· Steroids in Sports – legal?  Repeal awards/records?

· Animal Rights/Testing

· Prayer in Public Schools

· Separation of Church/State: e.g. “In God We Trust”, Pledge of Allegiance
· Teenage Pregnancy – privacy, birth control, education

· Women’s Rights

· Title IX
· Domestic Violence

· Teenage Stress – too much pressure?

· Campaign Reform/ Free Speech – no limits to spending by corporations, unions, groups

· Welfare 

· Censorship - Video Games and Movies (promoting violence?)  
· Censorship - TV
· Censorship - music

· Gambling

· Nuclear Power

· Creationism vs Evolution – what to teach in schools

· Drilling for Oil vs Environment

· Stricter “Green” Laws

· Population Control

· Preemptive Strikes on Sovereign Countries to Fight Terrorism

· Social Networking Websites

· Electronic Media – too much for teens?  - destroying reading?

· Domestic Violence – strict enough laws/enforcement?

· Internet Control

· Internet Piracy

· Music Sharing (copyright)

· Cosmetic Plastic Surgery

· Pornography (vs. Free Speech)

· Prescription Drugs for Teens/Children – e.g. anti-depressants

· Genetic Engineering

· Human Cloning

· Alternative Medicine – homeopathy

· Affirmative Action

· Ban on Plastic Bags

· Hate Crimes – different punishments?

· Stadium Lights at School Fields – homeowners vs school/community interests

· Overcrowding in Prisons – 3 Strikes Law

· Military Draft

· Torture
· Abortion

· Taxation – progressive/regressive

· Mountain Bikers vs Hikers – trail usage

Three topics I’m interested in learning more about:

1. _______________________________________

2. _______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

Based on my interest and what I think I can write best about, I choose the following as the topic for my Sophomore Speech:

