Sophomore Speech Assignment 
English 10 
Mr. MacLeod




The Sophomore Speech is the major writing assignment of sophomore year.  You will first compose a persuasive essay in which you argue your point-of-view on a controversial topic of your choice.  You will then adapt your essay to a 3-5 minute speech, which you will give to the class.  The final essay and speech are each worth 100 points and other related assignments earn points as well (outline, etc.).
Step 1:  Choosing a Topic

Complete Topic Choice worksheet – Done.

Step 2:  Researching Your Topic
We have begun this with article evaluations.  As you continue to research your topic, consider the following:

· Explore arguments on all sides of the issue. Be thorough.  Nothing weakens an argument more than the perception that the writer has not done his/her homework on the issue.  This damages the writer’s ethos.
· Question and defend each argument, particularly your own.  
· Revise and rethink your arguments as you learn more.  

· Remember Aristotle: entertain all ideas.

The Research Assignment worksheet is due Thursday March 10.
Step 3:  Outlining Your Argument

Before writing, you must organize your argument by making an outline. The outline is due Tuesday March 15 or Wednesday March 16 (Block Day). 
Step 4: Writing the Essay
Draft - You will turn in a first draft Tuesday March 22 or Wednesday or March 23 (Block Day).  The draft must be typed, double-spaced and include citations in text and in a separate Works Cited page.  
Final – The final version is due Tuesday April 5 or Wednesday April 6 (Block Day).
Step 5: Writing and Delivering the Speech

Once your essay has been graded and returned with comments (week of April 18, after break), you will adapt it to a 3-5 minute speech, which you will give to the class the week of May 9.  We will cover the guidelines to follow in adapting your essay to a speech when I return your final essay.  If you have a strong essay, the speech will be an easy adaptation.
Outlining Your Argument - TYPED
1. State your thesis in one sentence.

2. List the strongest arguments supporting your position in order of priority (strongest first).  Cite the evidence and corresponding source that support each of your arguments.

3. List the arguments against your position.  Cite the evidence/source.

4. For each argument against your position, list a rebuttal.  Cite evidence/source.
Essay Format
Introductory Paragraph 
· Opening “hook” sentence – grab the reader’s attention.

· Explanation of the issue and why it is important/controversial

· Clear statement of your thesis and summary of “reasons why” it is true 
Support Paragraphs – Three or More 
· Reasons why
· Facts to support each reason why

Counterarguments*
· Arguments against your position

· Rebuttal (reasons not to believe the arguments against your position).

Conclusion
· Restate your thesis and main “reasons why”

· Leave the audience/reader with something provocative/powerful to think about

*Note – you may choose to address arguments against your position in your support paragraphs or immediately after if you can address them quickly and effectively.  

Checklist:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of your audience, a person who does not share your opinion and your purpose, to convince them of your position.
2. Utilize all three elements of effective persuasion:

· Ethos – the image and authority of the writer/speaker
· Logos – logical arguments
· Pathos – emotional appeals
3. Utilize the key elements of effective arguments from Argumentation 101 handout.
4. Strong essays will incorporate elements of philosophy from our Justice unit. 
