English 10 – World Literature

Macbeth Close Reading - (50 points)
You are a dramaturg hired by the director of a stage production of Macbeth.  Your job is to provide a detailed explanation of the lines so that the actors will know how to perform them.  For this assignment you will analyze a section of the play and determine its meaning.  You will read/perform the section and explain it in detail for the class as well as turn in a written assignment.  

Process

1. Determine the context of the lines: what comes right before it and what comes right after it in the play.  Why is it important?

2. Read the section several times aloud to yourself.  Listen to how it sounds.

3. Determine the overall meaning of the lines.  What does it mean in one or two sentences?

4. Go back and determine the meaning line by line.  “Translate” it into contemporary language.
5. Analyze the poetic imagery and deeper meaning: repetition of images, themes, symbolism, wordplay, connotations, etc.  How does it connect to other parts of the play?  How does it contribute to the overall play?  What is Shakespeare trying to convey?
6. Analyze the attitude of the character in the lines.  What is the character thinking while s/he is saying the lines?  

Assignment, Part I - Answer the questions below – typed.  List your answers by category.
1. Context:  What is happening at this point in the play?  What has happened just before?  What happens just after?
2. Audience:  To whom are the lines being spoken?

3. Overall Meaning:  What is the overall meaning of the lines?  (1 or 2 sentences)
4. Attitude:  How are the lines being spoken – with anger, thoughtfulness, indecision, love, etc? 

5. Line by Line Analysis:  
a. Paraphrase or “translate” the lines in your own language – line by line.
b. Specific Language (this is the most important section of the assignment):  How does Shakespeare use language to convey poetic imagery and deeper meaning?  (see #5 in Process above)
c. Troublesome Language:  What particular words or phrases gave you trouble?  How did you resolve it?
d. Beautiful/Powerful Language:  What language did you find interesting, powerful, beautiful, etc?

6. Summary of Direction: based on your close reading of the section, what would you tell an actor to help him/her perform the scene?

Assignment, Part II – Make a presentation to the class covering your answers to these questions.  You will read Shakespeare’s original language between #4 and #5.
