English 11 – Banned Book Independent Reading Assignment
Mr. MacLeod
National Banned Books Week starts September 25 and we will be celebrating it by choosing a banned book for Independent Reading.  You will explore what Banned Books week is, read a banned book of your choice, and write a recommendation whether or not to include it in the San Marin English curriculum.  We will choose some of your recommendations to send to the Novato School Board and  San Marin administration.

Step 1

Go to the Banned Books Week website and explore what Banned Books Week is and review the lists of banned books:  http://www.ala.org/bbooks/banned      Be prepared to discuss what you learned from the website tomorrow or Wednesday (Block Day).
Choose a book that interests you from the lists.  Your choice is due this Thursday 9/15.  You must get the book and bring it to class by Monday 9/19.  We have copies of some of the books or you may get one at the library or bookstore.
You may choose the same book as other students, which will allow you to discuss the book with others, but choose a book that truly interests you.
Step 2 
Read the book and take notes on reasons why you would include or not include the book in the San Marin curriculum.   This should include both your personal reactions to it (would other students feel the same way?) and more objective observations about literary quality and relevance for the high school curriculum.  You will use these notes to write a recommendation in office memo format (see reverse side for detailed format).

The written recommendation is due Thursday 10/20.  This gives you approximately four weeks to read the book and one week to write the recommendation.  We will have periodic check-ins on your reading during the first four weeks.  While you may read a book that other students are reading, each student must write a recommendation.
English 11
Independent Reading – Persuasive Writing Assignment
Write a two-page (typed) recommendation providing a brief summary of the book and a recommendation whether to include the book in the San Marin curriculum.  This is a persuasive writing assignment and as such, will incorporate everything we’ve reviewed on persuasion/argumentation:  audience, purpose, ethos, logos, pathos, etc.  Use the following office memo format:
Date:
Current Date

To:  
Mr. MacLeod

From:
Your Name

Re:  Your Book Title 

First paragraph should include 2-4 sentences beginning with your overall recommendation (“This recommends Looking for Alaska be included in the English 11 curriculum.”).  Provide a brief overview of why you recommend it.

Background

This section will include a brief summary of the book covering plot and major characters.  The summary should provide enough information to ensure that someone who has not read the book will understand the reasons for your recommendation.  Do not give away the entire plot, especially any surprise endings, plot twists, etc.

Recommendation

Underline your first sentence which summarizes your recommendation.  Add one or more sentences as needed.  End with a sentence that indicates your reasons will follow.

Rationale

1. State a summary of the first reason – underline the sentence and number it.  These sections should cover issues such as:  quality of writing, literary merit (use literary terms), grade-level appropriateness, cultural perspective(s), fit with other books in the curriculum, relevance to teenagers, etc.
2.  State a summary of the second reason  - underline the sentence and number it.  .  Cover issues described in #1; choose one for each of your three reasons.
3. State a summary of the third reason  - underline the sentence and number it.   Cover issues described in #1; choose one for each of your three reasons.

Provide a concluding paragraph that addresses any issues not covered in your rationale.  Include here whether the book is on the approved list for California K-12 literature.  You can find this list at:  http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/ll/ap/litsearch.asp.  Click on grade 9-12.

