Athena vs Poseidon Debate - The Odyssey  (70 pts.)
English 10 - Mr. MacLeod
Background

Each team is assigned to represent either Athena or Poseidon in arguing their case before Zeus and the council of the gods on Mount Olympus.  Team Athena argues that Odysseus should be allowed to return home.  Team Poseidon argues that Odysseus should not be allowed to return home.  Assume that the debate takes place prior to his actual return to Ithaka.  
Students will receive a group grade (50 points) and an individual grade for turning in this worksheet (20 pts).  Each student must turn in a completed worksheet.

Your argument will be judged largely on how well you incorporate all three elements of effective persuasion:  Ethos, Logos, and Pathos.
Step 1
Each team meets and chooses the following roles for team members:

· Facilitator – responsible for guiding team discussions and keeping them on track and completed on time.
· Scribe – responsible for taking notes and writing up the group’s outline.

· Spokesperson(s) – will play the part of either Athena or Poseidon in presenting the oral argument to Zeus.
· Text Detectives – All team members are responsible for finding specific evidence in the text to support the team’s argument (book and line #).  However, if there are at least four members of a team, one member is chosen as Lead Text Detective.
Team roles must be recorded on the Argument Worksheet. 
Step 2

Teams discuss possible arguments that support their case.  Teams should carefully review Book 9 covering the events relating to Polyphemos’ cave as well as other events that support their case.  The scribe takes notes and fills in the Group’s Argument Worksheet.  
Step 3

Teams submit their completed Group Argument Worksheet to Mr. MacLeod for review.

Step 4

Teams make changes to Argument Worksheet based on Mr. MacLeod’s comments.

Step 5
· Teams 1 and 2 present their cases (orally) to Zeus and the Council of the Gods while Teams 3, 4, 5, 6 serve as the Council of the Gods and complete the peer evaluation form.  Each team will debate and serve on the Council of the Gods.
Team # ____
Athena ____, or Poseidon ____

Roles:

Facilitator


___________________________



Scribe



___________________________



Spokesperson


___________________________



Lead Text Detective

___________________________ 



Text Detectives

___________________________







___________________________







___________________________
Argument Preparation:

Key events (in The Odyssey or before) providing positive or negative sides of Odysseus’ character.  Be sure to include key events in Bk 9 (Cyclops’ cave).
Brainstorming – Potential arguments for our case 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

(more if possible)

Argument Outline:
Most important arguments ranked in order of priority (at least 3) with text references (book and line #).  Indicate the type of argument for each (ethos/logos/pathos).
1.

Text Evidence- 
2.

Text Evidence-

3.

Text Evidence-

Potential arguments against our case (at least 3)
1.

2.

3.

Counterarguments (arguments to refute the potential arguments against our case cited above)

Indicate the type of argument used (ethos/logos/pathos).
1.

Text Evidence- 

2.

Text Evidence- 

3.

Text Evidence- 

** Bonus points will be awarded for innovative costumes/props worn during debate






